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everywhere pressed for sale. It is only then that the vast population of our great Eastern Empire will awake to the enormity of the injustice which has been done them. Despite the fact that, on the whole, we govern India well, there are always discontented but educated natives ready to encourage a feeling of disaffection, and to fan into a flame any smouldering symptoms of revolt, and any policy which would strike the minds of the people as one of spoliation might easily, in a time of distress, provide us with a repetition of all the horrors of another Indian Mutiny.
It may be said that such a picture is painted with unduly alarmist colours, that our' hold of India is too firm for it to be shaken loose, and that if such a period as that described should ever arise, the Government could adopt extraordinary measures to meet it. But officialdom is slow to move, and history proves that the disaster has often overwhelmed those who were responsible for it before their eyes had been opened to the fact of its even threatening.
But we need not peer Into the dim future for the evil influences of the recent fiscal change. Some of them are already apparent. The agricultural industry, which is the backbone of the prosperity of the country, is already seriously threatened by the competition of China and other countries which maintain silver as the basis of their currency. Just as the decline in